
a l a m e d a c o n n e c t s . o r g

Did you miss  the  A lameda Corr idor  Bus iness Improvement  D is t r ic t ’ s  Apr i l  Cr ime 
Roundtab le? Don ’ t  f re t !  We wrote  down some impor tant  takeaways for  you.  But  be sure  
to  come to  the  next  one in  June!
 
Our  spec ia l  guest  f rom the Lakewood Po l ice  Depar tment ,  Agent  Quinn Pra t t -Cordova,  
your  Lakewood Communi ty  Act ion  Team (CAT)  representa t ive ,  spoke to  the  A lameda 
communi ty  about  the  po l ice  depar tment ’s  la tes t  innovat ive  c r ime prevent ion  s t ra teg ies .   
I t  was a  great  oppor tun i ty  to  ask  quest ions  and share  concerns  d i rec t ly .  A t tendees  
d iscovered numerous resources ava i lab le  to  them,  inc lud ing how the CAT Team can 
connect  bus inesses to  so lu t ions  tha t  p romote  sa fe ty .
 
A t tendees walked away wi th  usefu l  in format ion !  

About  your  Lakewood CAT Team:

-  The CAT team was founded as  a  response to  proact ive ly  address  menta l  hea l th  issues,  so  
they  have added exper ts  to  the  team ins tead o f  us ing law enforcement .
-  The CAT team is  the  la rgest  team at  Lakewood PD wi th  8  agents ,  2  sergeants  and 10 c iv i l ian
case workers  wh ich  inc ludes 2  Homeless  Nav igators .

-  The CAT team has a  process to  dea l  w i th  homeless  encampments  fo r  un lawfu l  s torage on 
pub l ic  proper ty  (camping in  Lakewood is  not  techn ica l ly  i l lega l ) .  The CAT Team can post  
no t ices  to  vacate  on pub l ic  proper ty  w i th  48 hours .  Camp can then be removed a f te r  48  hours .
-  There  are  many reasons peop le  become unhoused,  not  a l l  the  same so proact ive ly  
address ing the  c r is is  requ i res  mul t ip le  so lu t ions .
-  Most  peop le  us ing the  severe  weather  she l te r  on  Co l fax  are  f rom Lakewood area or ig ina l ly .
-  Bus iness ’  want ing  to  dea l  w i th  homelessness can he lp  by  be ing a  par t  o f  the  process –  not  
jus t  pu t t ing  up “No Trespass ing”  s igns  as  a  deter rent ,  bu t  a lso  coopera t ing  by  showing up a t  
cour t  to  prosecute .

Addressing the homelessness cr is is:
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-  The ac t iv i ty  i t se l f  o f  panhand l ing  or  w indow wash ing is  not  i l lega l ,  and peop le  can be in
in tersec t ions  as  long as  the  l igh t  i s  no t  g reen.  However ,  they  cannot  obs t ruc t  t ra f f i c  and that  
i s  someth ing you can ca l l  in .
-  Peop le  shou ld  be engag ing wi th  the  po l i t i ca l  p rocess by  contac t ing  the i r  e lec ted o f f i c ia ls  
and keep emot ions  f rom runn ing too  h igh.  Knee je rk  emot ions  are  not  he lp fu l  and there  have 
been inappropr ia te  ca l ls  in to  d ispatch w i th  fa lse  in format ion  about  migrant ’s  ac t ive ly  wh ich  is  
a  waste  o f  everyone ’s  t ime.

Newcomer pol ic ies and chal lenges:

-  Reta i l  the f t  cont inues to  be an issue but  da ta  not  fu l l y  updated.  Target  does prosecute  
shop l i f t ing  cases,  they  w i l l  update  data  in  October .
-  Next  meet ing  –  June 12
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