2026: A Legislative Session In
Which Business Was Heard

Ed Sealover, VP of Strategic Initiatives & Editor of The Sum and Substance
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

The Composition of the Legislature
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House: 43
Democrats, 22
Republicans (one
short of veto-proof

majority
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Senate: 23
Democrats, 12
Republicans (one
short of veto-proof

majority

THE COLORADO STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Governor: 1 term-
limited, increasingly
Independent-
minded Democrat
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The Big Issues

A Affordability: Colorado #48, acco

A Regul at i on $-mos€Cregulated,aadcording to Colorado
Chamber -commissioned study

A Workforce Housing: #2 issue, acco
A Emerging Economic Sectors |ike A
Centers

A $1.5 Billion Budget Shortfall: Sg
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

CNBC Business Friendliness Rankings

Colorado Rankings: 2007 - 2024
2007 2008 2009 2010 201 2012 2013 20 2015 2016 2017 2013 2018 2020 2021 2022 AR 20X
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

Regulatory Reform: A bipartisan
idea
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Senate Bill 137 (Passed 90 -8) will: ]

than every five years by each agency *E===s

A Examine whether
outdated, duplicative or not
functioning as expected

A All ow | egislators to request
reviews or audits
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

Regulatory Increases did not fare as well

DEAD Bills
A House Bill 1054: Allow state regul ators
A House Bill 1121: Reqguilre companies to ||
A House Bill 1273: Limit % of ride fees th
A House Bill 1 2ébTcollectignsni t medi c al
AMENDED Significantly
A HB 1272: Protection of workers in extrem

A HB 1424: Rideshare Safety

f\ COLORADO CHAMBER Source: 2024 Regulation Impact Analysis Report, Colorado Chamber
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

Affordability Question: Cut rules or increase rules?

Cut rules

A Senate Bill 182: Al |-apsvtoextern deadiinedot80% i t i e s

emissions cuts

A Senate Bill 20: Streamline childcare 1ic
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

Affordabllity Question: Cut rules or increase rules?

Add rules
A House Bill 1012

pricing for ncapt
consumer so at ailr
sports venues, festivals

(Dead)

A Surveillance pr i
would limit use of online ”
survelllance data to set

prices and wages (?7??)
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

Housing: Same Goal,
different ideas

Democr a O p
L et n pr o

schools build

L S
O N
A Tax i ncen
transit -area housing

A Ban mini my
under 2,000 square ft 7\

A Al |
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

Other Housing Ideas
ASenate Bill 155: Charge fees on homeowner

Insurance policies to fund a grant program for

installation of hail -resistant roofs
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A House Bill 119: The land -value tax
ASenate Bill 93: A worker
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changed because It could slow construction

T

What no one has proposed yet:

A Roll back regul ations t
to build housing
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

Speaking of worker rights: The Labor Peace Act Returned

A Colorado law requires two votes for
Auni on security, o t
VA e £ ot must receive 75% approval

- ey <8 /’ﬁ A Vetoed 2025 bill would have eliminated
@l Gl 325 bl second election, provided paycheck

plms———————tll = withdrawals for negotiating fees upon

| = ‘ &  Mmajority union approval

L M@ A 2026 bill, HB 1005, was carbon copy of
2025

A Surprise!l Polis vetoed it again

A Messages already are being sent to the
potential next governor of Colorado that

(C COLORADO CHAMBER this Is a labor priority
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

Emerging Sectors: Artificial Intelligence

A 2024: Legislature passes most comprehens,]

Al rules; Polis signs reluctantly

A 2025: Two failed atten
A 2026: Working group ofp
What it does ‘
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A 1l nforms consumers whe
conseqguential decisions; allows appeals
A Requires developers t
how system Is supposed to work

A Gives AG exclusive enforcement authority
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

Emerging Sectors: Data Centers
House Bill 1030 (Valdez/Duran)

A 100% s t-taxtexemptian far 20 years w/
$250M investment, minimum hiring requirement

A Mandates on energy, wa

Senate Bill 102 (Kipp/Brown)

A Requirement to secur e

source to cover 100% of annual usage, future

hourly metering

) | ANNOUNCEMENTS —
I:IE\T\(IZSE?RADO TH;E C;)RADO SATE SENAT _ ] Ny ; o . . .
A Ban on uti | i ddveagreeméntse r
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FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

Budget Shortfall: $1.5 Billion

What happened :

A Many cuts to Medicali _
reimbursement, annual caps, etc.) e m\,. 8k
A Suspension of spendif *®=

s Open Government

, _ & Balanced Budget
f Pugl]fct%"fc Edlljcatlon &
- . ' | arety Invest
What It meant : , y Investments

A Legislators nixed pretty much any pr
Involving a new program or tax cut (with the

exception of JGITC and childcare credit)

A Legislators made extraordinary move
preemptively stop shift of $700M to roads
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